Lesson 2

Diptotes
When we speak of nunation, we are necessarily talking about triptotes—nouns (and
adjectives) that show all three cases. For no apparent reason other than to complicate
grammar, Arabic also has diptotes—nouns (and, again, also adjectives) that show only
two cases: the nominative and the accusative.
Diptotes are never nunated. A diptote will behave grammatically the same as a triptote
when it is definite or when it is any but the last term of a genitive construct; this means,
of course, that it will never be nunated, since triptotes will also not be nunated when
definite or in construct.

There is some predictability, fortunately, on what categories of words will be diptotes:

- alot of broken plurals
ik iy
J8) ye —Ald e
- place names

A .
Jlaey

- some proper names, both masculine and feminine



- elatives (about which more later)

- colors and defects

Plurals

English has one plural pattern (with allophonic variations) and a few irregular plurals
(such as “feet,” “children”). Arabic is, to phrase it euphemistically, more creative. There

b

are a couple of “sound”—i.e., regular—plural suffixes, and a disconcerting, but
ultimately at least slightly predictable, array of “broken”—i.e., irregular—patterns.

The first of the two “sound” plural patterns is the sound masculine plural. This consists
of a suffix of (3, which becomes () in the accusative and genitive cases.

O 3280/() 99 g2be — (1 gaia
Oia3a/ (i 3a — (alye

- Note that in the sound masculine plural, that fatha on the () is invariable; case is

reflected “internally”—i.e., in the long vowel preceding the (.

- Note also that there is no nunation for sound masculine plurals.
O el — )51 930

Gl — Gaayae
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- When a sound masculine plural is in construct with a following noun, it will shed
the 0.

cAzalll Jgall 5 50
Representatives of the developing countries ...

e Ol i) il hae (g

... from the trainers of the Australian soldiers ...

The sound feminine plural is formed by the addition of the suffix <) This pattern is
frequently seen with both feminine and masculine non-human nouns.

QYJ\A.«—MJBA

Clauagd - gl
When suffixed to pluralize a noun referring to persons, it can refer only to females.
s 2l

Remember that non-human plurals behave grammatically as feminine singular; we see
this when we start describing the nouns with adjectives.

& Lhld cldUall 3 kals AUl
But
o Al bl Al A0l

o Al ) gl - Ll ) gl

Note that the accusative of a sound feminine plural will be voweled the same as the
genitive.

Ul el 5 — 2l el
il ALl s a0 — oall AL &y

) s 5 5 — 5 s 55
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Broken plurals

There are numerous broken plural patterns. One is initially tempted to think there is no
predictability to the broken plurals; with some exposure to the language, though, one
begins to discern hints of meaning in the patterns. Eventually, one comes to the
comforting realization that there is a finite number of patterns, however prodigious that

number may be.

Some of the most common broken plural patterns are:

Note that this very common pattern always refers to persons.

LR gk
Had - el
s

This pattern also refers only to persons. The singular is the first measure active
participle, which we’ll encounter when we’re looking at the derivations from verbs. As

you will have noticed, this broken plural is not a diptote.

This very common pattern comes from “nouns of place and time.”
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gfle — Tl
This is also a common pattern. Note that the (5 before the last consonant indicates there
was a long vowel in the singular; that long vowel is most commonly a 3, meaning that
the singular was a first measure passive participle. It is important to note such
distinctions, because you will encounter a lot of broken plurals, and the more familiar you

are with such distinctions the more quickly you will be able to track down the singular in
the dictionary.

This pluralization of the second measure verbal noun is a fairly common pattern.
Qe — e
i - 2
Salgh 3l

Like the one a few patterns above, this pattern is drawn from the first measure active
participle. The earlier one always refers to persons; this pattern always refers to things.

Jild — Al
Ly s v e u”
3Ly —4ad
This pattern is quite common; it always refers to objects.

AR
B8e A
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A~ D

While the above pattern looks similar to the one from the nouns-of-place-and-time

pattern, you’ll note that these do not start with a p. These plurals are drawn from
quadriliterals.

Also from quadriliterals; again, the (§ preceding the last consonant gives us the hint that
there was a long vowel preceding the last consonant in the singular.

Gos' Tala
Lhaa- 4o
L;‘ ].’:. . ‘l :j.‘g.

Not an extremely common pattern, but also not rare.

- 6 -
.

CaelD ol :)4:’&“

Y. My L0
’_L}S — Luﬂ”

AA A
Only a few of these; they refer only to persons.
e A

In the above pattern the vowel on the first radical is often but not always retained from
the singular to the plural
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Another pattern that's not exceedingly common but also not rare.

sl A
ol

This and the next pattern are among the most common broken plural patterns.

Note that unlike many of the patterns, these last two are not diptotes.

P - e

550 50
5

There are a few other obscure patterns. With this list we've just given you should be able
to handle just about any weird-looking plural you encounter. Remember to look for hints
from the grammar: if a you're not sure whether a word is a singular or plural, don't forget
that the plural of a non-human noun will behave grammatically as a feminine singular.
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Exercises

Pluralize the underlined words in the following sentences, and make whatever changes
become necessary in the rest of the sentence.

.‘593\.;&35\]\ @433\&:&\4‘52‘)5;3\0@&2\5):&\&6;&\

UMS e Hladi¥) i

Ll 3 (b Cangial dtnal) Al

oY) Gulaal Saia Ty 58 Jalill Hlell dalid (e (il o8
i) ) gl

NP TN - I [ TN

ol ) Gladl 0l L 4l (e adly Sl LA

Ol dle 2SS g daylad day o S5 ) g8
o a5l L Galll GUS (6 5380 yaal)

13 (e Ly L galf Ll
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